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BUDGET MESSAGE

DEPARTMENT

District Court

1. ANTICIPATED REVENUE STREAMS:
The Ninth Judicial District Court for Fremont County is a constitutionally created court vested  with general 
jurisdiction in cases at law and equity.  As such, the court does not generate a revenue stream.  The District 
Court receives the vast majority of its funding from the State of Wyoming, yet, pursuant to statute, it 
receives additional and necessary funding from Fremont County.  Additionally, there are some limited areas 
of reimbursement where the Court has been obligated by the County to budget for certain program 
funding, such as Guardian ad Litem rent reimbursement, which is NOT the Court’s financial obligation.      

2. EXPENDITURE TRENDS:

Pursuant to W.S. § 5-3-102, the Ninth Judicial District Court for Fremont County is one of three District 
Courts for the Ninth Judicial District, which consists of Fremont, Sublette and Teton Counties.  Pursuant to 
Wyoming Constitution Article 5 § 10, the District Court has original jurisdiction in a host of areas, including: 
All felony criminal matters; probate proceedings; child neglect, abuse, and CHINS cases; juvenile 
delinquency proceedings; involuntary hospitalization actions; domestic relations; child support 
enforcement; a wide variety of civil actions; appellate jurisdiction over the circuit courts; and all other 
proceedings that are not expressly vested elsewhere.

Currently, the Ninth Judicial District Court for Fremont County is operating at a workload equivalent of 1.40 
Judges.  To address this  volume of cases the Ninth Judicial District Court of Sublette County provides 
assistance by taking 1 out of every 4 criminal cases, and 1 out of every 5 civil cases.  Accordingly, as a 
practical matter, the Ninth Judicial District Court of Fremont County is carrying out its constitutional and 
statutory obligations by using more than one judge and more than one courtroom, yet, it is doing so with 
the budget of only one judge. 

The greatest expenditures related to this proposed budget involve contractual services, namely, the 
payment of legally mandated court appointed counsel and juror fees.  This includes the appointment of 
counsel and a Guardian ad Litem in child neglect, abuse, and child in need of supervision  (CHINS) cases 
(W.S. § 14-3-434), as well as in Title 25 proceedings (W.S. § 25-10-110(b) & § 25-10-112).  It also includes 
juror fees, which are the fees and costs associated with conducting constitutionally mandated jury trials 
(W.S. § 1-14-108 & § 1-11-301 et. seq.).  It should be noted that these expenditure areas are often difficult 
to predict.  For example, in FY 2020, there were only three jury trials, however, at least two additional trials 
were continued because of the COVID-19 Pandemic. In FY 2021, there were two trials, and in FY 2022, one 
has occured and possibly two more may occur.  Additionally, it is anticipated that at least one and possibly 
more first degree murder trials will occur during FY 2023, and several civil trials that were backlogged 
during the COVID-Pandemic have been set during this time as well. 

Nonetheless, it is anticipated the expenditure trends related to the funding requests in these areas will be 
somewhat similar to the previous budget years, with a slight increase due to the backlog in jury trials as 
well as a slight increase to be paid to court appointed counsel.  It should be noted that the number of cases 
filed and jury trials conducted, as well as the associated costs, are based solely on the unique and specific 
circumstances of each case.  Although there is a general upward trend in these areas, it is difficult to 
precisely forecast the expenditure trends.   For example, in some budget years there may be no jury trials, 
whereas in other budget years there may be as many as five or six.  
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A similar fluctuation exists with the increases related to the number of cases filed requiring court appointed 
counsel and a Guardian ad Litem.  All of this is further exacerbated by the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Regardless, 
the Court is constitutionally and statutorily required to be reactive to these issues, and it is anticipated that 
the expenditures in these areas will likely increase, but overall will be somewhat similar to last year.  

Recognizing the significant financial crisis faced by all levels of government, and to help ensure that  funding 
is available for legally mandated contractual services, juror fees, and other necessary expenditures, the 
Court in recent years has taken several steps to decrease expenditures in other areas.  For example,  on 
February 1, 2021, the Court provided notice to the Fremont County Government that it was eliminating the 
District Court Administrator Position, which was funded in part by Fremont County.  This resulted in 
approximately $31, 347.00 in savings to the County for FY 2022 and beyond.  Additionally, the court has and 
will continue to reduce other services such as subscriptions, office supplies, equipment and other areas.  In 
years past, the  Court took the difficult step of not asking to increase the fees for contractual services, 
which is currently significantly lower than those provided in other counties, and it is dramatically lower than 
the private sector.  However, at this time, the court believes it is appropriate to increase fees by a meager 
$5.00 per hour (from $75.00 to $80.00).  That is still well below fees provided in other counties, yet, it is the 
first step in addressing a long overdue concern and deficiency regarding these fees.

Overall, these efforts have helped to create an anticipated expenditure trend that although higher than FY 
2022, is still much lower than previous years, and it remains tailored to the unique statutory and 
constitutional needs of the Court. 

3. BUDGET CHANGES FROM LAST YEAR:

The current FY 2023 budget is $6,650.00 more than FY 2022.  However, it is $6,830.00 less than FY 2021, 
and $23,344.00 less than FY 2020.  This increase in the FY 2023 budget reflects an increase of $6,000.00 for 
contractual services - that is the rate for court appointed counsel  which should be increased from $75.00 
per hour to $80.00 per hour.  This is still well below most other counties, and is drastically below market 
rates.  Additionally, $1,000.00 has been added for juror costs in anticipation of the increased number of civil 
trials.  Finally, this FY 2023 total amount again includes the statutorily required rent subsidy for the GAL 
program in the amount of $3,600.00.  As noted in the FY 2022 budget this is NOT the court's responsibility, 
and this is NOT the Court's budget. The county previously asked the Court to do it, which the court 
respectfully did. However, at the FY 2022 Budget Hearing, the Court indicated it would request that this no 
longer be part of the Court's responsibility as it jeporadizes the funding requirements the court actually 
needs,  and it is simply not the court's responsibility.  Nonethless out of an abundance of caution, and 
recognizing that likely nothing was done to remove this from the Court's budget and address it property, 
the court has again made this request to ensure the statute is complied with.  However, if this has been 
addressed in another fashion the court will withdraw this request. 

4. UNIFORMS

Not applicable.
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FIVE YEAR PLAN

DEPARTMENT

District Court

1.  CAPITAL BUDGETING:
Should funding become available to address capital needs, the Ninth Judicial District Court for Fremont 
County would seek upgrades and renovation of the courtroom layout and design, which will address needs 
for moderization and security, all of which facilitate the court’s ability to carry out its constitutionally 
mandated duties in an effective and efficient fashion and allows the litigants and community to recieve the 
best services possible.  In consultation with maintenance, the Court has identified several key areas of 
courtroom - such as the need for a secure and safe entrance for defendants into the courtroom, holding 
areas, as well as new desks, chairs, carpet and benches.  I have discussed these issues with maintenance and 
it is my understandign they will be requesting funding for these projects, which are needed, if funding is 
availble.  

2. SERVICE PRIORITIES:

To continue to fulfill the court's Constitutioanl and statutory duties.  

3. EMPLOYEES and BENEFITS:

N/A - Provided by the State of Wyoming

4. FUNDING and REVENUE CHANGES:

Overall, the Court's funding needs remain relatively stable, with the recognition that there will be a need for 
a slight increase in funding to address continued increase in the court's workload, and the aging 
infrastructure .  

5. MAINTENANCE or SECURITY ISSUES:

As noted, the Courtrooms need both redesign and remodeling to accommodate the Court’s workload and 
security needs.  The Court has and will continue to consult with both maintenance and court security as to 
the best methods to achieve the Court’s goals.  With regard to security, criminal defendants and jurors use 
the Court’s internal office space to access the courtroom.  Not only does this create a major security issue, it 
creates a significant negative impact on productivity  for everyone involved.  Nonetheless, the Court 
recognizes that in order to address this issue it will require a significant financial commitment.   Accordingly, 
the Court has discussed these issues with maintenance and it is my understanding they will be requesting 
funding for these projects, if funding is availble.  
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DEPT: District Court
Grant Name Begin Date End Date Award Amount No. of FTEs Status Purpose of Grant

1. N/A

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

TOTAL $0

GRANT SUMMARY - FYE 2023
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DEPT: District Court
Organization Description Amount

1. N/A

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

TOTAL SERVICE AGREEMENTS (65234) $0

SERVICE AGREEMENTS - FYE 2023
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DEPT: District Court
Contractor Description of Services Amount

1.

Court Appointed Local Attorneys to serve as 

counsel and or Guardian ad Litems. 

Legally mandated representation for parents, children, 

and patients in abuse, neglect, CHINS, and Title 25 

Proceedings (W.S. § 14-3-434(b); W.S. § 25-10-110(b) 

& § 25-10-112). $91,000

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

TOTAL CONTRACTUAL SERVICES (69214) $91,000

CONTRACTUAL SERVICES - FYE 2023
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DEPT: District Court
Organization Description Amount

1. Matthew Bender/Lexis Nexus State Statutes $3,500

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

TOTAL DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS (69250) $3,500

DUES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS - FYE 2023
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DEPT: District Court

PRIORITY DESCRIPTION

PURCHASE 

TIME FRAME ASSET TYPE

PURCHASE 

AMOUNT

ESTIMATED 

LIFE (YRS)

1. N/A

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

$0

85003 MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT $0

85004 VEHICLES $0

85005 OFFICE FURNITURE $0

85006 COMPUTER SOFTWARE $0

PRIORITY DESCRIPTION

PURCHASE 

TIME FRAME ASSET TYPE

AUTHORIZED 

AMOUNT

ESTIMATED 

LIFE (YRS)

INTEREST 

RATE

EST FYE 2023 

RENTAL AMT

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

PLUS CURRENT DEPARTMENT RENTAL PAYMENTS (FYE 2023)TOTAL - APPROVED CAPITAL REVOLVING FUND 

PURCHASES ($10,000 OR MORE AND ALL VEHICLES)- 

OFFICAL USE ONLY DO NOT ENTER $0 $0

DEPARTMENT PURCHASES (ASSETS BETWEEN $1,000 AND $10,000)

APPROVED CAPITAL REVOLVING FUND PURCHASES ($10,000 OR MORE AND ALL VEHICLES)- OFFICAL USE ONLY DO NOT ENTER

CAPITAL ASSETS - FYE 2023

TOTAL - DEPARTMENT PURCHASES (ASSETS BETWEEN $1,000 AND $10,000)
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CHART OF ACCOUNTS WORKSHEET - FYE 2023

DEPT: District Court back to instructions $238 You are over budget for current year! Check your work.  Contact Michelle or Julie for help.

Account Number Account Title

FYE 2020 Full 

Year Actuals

FYE 2021 Full 

Year Actuals

FYE 2022 

Budget

FYE 2022 

Actuals thru 

December

FYE 2022 

Estimated 

Jan-June

FYE 2022 

Projected 

thru end of 

year

FYE 2022 

Projected 

Diff. from 

Budget

FYE 2023 

Initial Budget 

Request

Diff. from 

FYE 2022

FYE 2023 

Approved 

Budget

NOTES                                                 

Please make notes especially if the 

amounts are significantly different 

than last year.

100-2-1270-43490 STATE OPERATING GRANT $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

100-2-1270-48890 OTHER MISC REVENUES $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

100-2-1270-49650 TRANSFER FR HEALTH PLAN $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

REVENUE TOTALS $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

$0 $0 $0 $0

100-2-1270-61412 BALIFF & GUARDS $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

100-2-1270-61459 WYOMING REIMBURSEMENT $28,063 $21,239 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

100-2-1270-65234 SERVICE AGREEMENTS $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

100-2-1270-65428 RENTALS $3,600 $3,600 $3,600 $150 $3,450 $3,600 $0 $3,600 $0 $3,600

This represents a rent subsidy for the 

Guardian ad Litem program. Pursuant 

to Statute (W.S. § 14-12-103) Counties 

may enter into MOU’s to provide rent 

subsidies for the GAL program.  

Fremont County has done so, and since 

this is a fairly recent endeavor the 

County placed this within the Court’s 

budget.  However, this is NOT an 

obligation or cost of the Court, this 

apparently done as an expedient 

method for the County to address this 

funding obligation. Because of this the 

court would request that future budget 

measures for this program be done 

directly between the County and the 

GAL program.  There is a concern that 

requiring the court to budget for this 

expense (which is not the court’s 

responsibility) creates a risk that this 

will negatively impact the court’s ability 

to obtain funding necessary for the 

court’s actual duties and obligations. 

100-2-1270-65458 RENTALS (INTRA) $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
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CHART OF ACCOUNTS WORKSHEET - FYE 2023

DEPT: District Court back to instructions $238 You are over budget for current year! Check your work.  Contact Michelle or Julie for help.

Account Number Account Title

FYE 2020 Full 

Year Actuals

FYE 2021 Full 

Year Actuals

FYE 2022 

Budget

FYE 2022 

Actuals thru 

December

FYE 2022 

Estimated 

Jan-June

FYE 2022 

Projected 

thru end of 

year

FYE 2022 

Projected 

Diff. from 

Budget

FYE 2023 

Initial Budget 

Request

Diff. from 

FYE 2022

FYE 2023 

Approved 

Budget

NOTES                                                 

Please make notes especially if the 

amounts are significantly different 

than last year.

100-2-1270-69214 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES $98,147 $93,920 $85,000 $35,665 $50,000 $85,665 $665 $91,000 $6,000 $91,000

This represents Court appointed 

counsel or Guardian ad Litems in 

certain matters where such 

appointment is legally mandated and 

necessary, such as child neglect, abuse 

and child in need of supervision cases  

(W.S. § 14-3-434(b), as well as Title 25 

proceedings regarding involuntary 

commitments (W.S. § 25-10-110(b) & § 

25-10-112).

100-2-1270-69250 DUES, SUBSCRIPTIONS $3,787 $2,858 $3,500 $0 $3,500 $3,500 $0 $3,500 $0 $3,500 W.S. § 5-3-111 

100-2-1270-69450 INSURANCE, BONDS $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

100-2-1270-69480 JURORS, WITNESS FEES $12,302 $8,847 $24,000 $0 $24,500 $24,500 $500 $25,000 $1,000 $25,000

Juror fees are necessary to conduct 

constitutionally mandated jury trials 

(W.S. § 1-14-108 & § 1-11-301 et. seq.).  

Not only is there a backlog of civil jury 

trials due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, 

but currently, the Ninth Judicial District 

Court for Fremont County is operating 

at a workload equivalent of more than 

1.40 Judges, and it is increasing each 

year.  To accommodate this Judge Tyler 

(Sublette County) takes 1 out of every 4 

criminal cases, and 1 out of every 5 civil 

cases.  Thus, the Court is carrying out its 

constitutional and statutory obligations 

by using more than one judge. Added to 

this is the fact that the court anticipates 

multiple first degree murder trials in FY 

2023.

100-2-1270-69550 MISC. SERVICES & CHARGES $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

100-2-1270-69710 TELEPHONE $507 $0 $750 $0 $0 $0 -$750 $500 -$250 $500

100-2-1270-69720 TRAINING SEMINARS $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

100-2-1270-69730 TRAVEL EXPENSE $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

100-2-1270-75210 GENERAL OFFICE SUPPLIES $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

100-2-1270-75214 POSTAGE $159 $76 $300 $23 $100 $123 -$177 $200 -$100 $200

100-2-1270-75227 OPERATING SUPPLIES $449 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

100-2-1270-75610 EQUIPMENT LESS THAN $1000 $131 $90 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

100-2-1270-75802 EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

100-2-1270-85003 MACHINERY & EQUIP > 1,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
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CHART OF ACCOUNTS WORKSHEET - FYE 2023

DEPT: District Court back to instructions $238 You are over budget for current year! Check your work.  Contact Michelle or Julie for help.

Account Number Account Title

FYE 2020 Full 

Year Actuals

FYE 2021 Full 

Year Actuals

FYE 2022 

Budget

FYE 2022 

Actuals thru 

December

FYE 2022 

Estimated 

Jan-June

FYE 2022 

Projected 

thru end of 

year

FYE 2022 

Projected 

Diff. from 

Budget

FYE 2023 

Initial Budget 

Request

Diff. from 

FYE 2022

FYE 2023 

Approved 

Budget

NOTES                                                 

Please make notes especially if the 

amounts are significantly different 

than last year.

100-2-1270-85005 OFFICE FURNITURE > 1,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

100-2-1270-85006 COMPUTER SOFTWARE >1,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

EXPENDITURE TOTALS $147,144 $130,630 $117,150 $35,838 $81,550 $117,388 $238 $123,800 $6,650 $123,800

$117,388 $238 $6,650 $123,800

REVENUE TOTALS: $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

EXPENDITURE TOTALS: $147,144 $130,630 $117,150 $117,388 $123,800 $123,800
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